TRAVEL PHOTOGRAPHY &
VIDEOGRAPHY
SUMMER SCHOOL

ABSTRACT
BALI BEHIND THE LENS - PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEOGRAPHY
In this 4-week course, participants will learn the fundamentals of photography and videography while exploring
one of the most popular island destinations in the world: Bali. With its varied landscape of hills and mountains,
rugged coastlines and sandy beaches, lush rice terraces and barren volcanic hillsides—all of which provide a
picturesque backdrop to its colourful, deeply spiritual and unique culture—Bali stakes a serious claim to being
paradise on earth.
Through practical exercises, students will experiment with creative composition, camera controls, lighting, and
timing. STD Bali will guide participants to explore the narrative aspect of travel photography and videography. ,
Using storytelling techniques as a tool to communicate experiences and visions, the focus will be on
representing places, events, and themes. Students will also gain familiarity with a variety of techniques for
correcting or improving images and footage through the use of computer software.

COURSE CONTENT
Participants in the Travel Photography and Videography Summer School course will be introduced to the
Balinese culture and religion, landscapes, people, food, and architecture through the approaches of the art of
photography and film making. These methods will include the study of techniques, lighting, and composition.
The activities will not take place only in classrooms; there will be excursions and workshops throughout Bali, in
order to capture special moments for the accompanying project work. Students will visit the heritage areas of
Denpasar City and will become familiar with the daily activities of the Tenganan people in Karangasem, try
typical Balinese food, see the traditional Barong show in Gianyar, and hike up and down the hills and valleys to
find impressive views of waterfalls and rice terraces.
During lectures, workshops, and excursions, students will learn about camera settings, storytelling techniques,
shooting, lighting, colour and moods, editing, printing techniques, and presentation tools. Following the 4-week
Summer School, participants will present their portfolio or final travel video showing impressions of their Bali
experience in an exhibition during the last week of the course.

PURPOSE AND ACADEMIC APPROACH
The course aims to inspire and engage with participants in an intensive daily combination of lectures and
discussions, excursions, workshops, cultural visits, and hands-on activities. Direct interaction with observation
and interpretation of leading examples will help participants to develop their own project ideas.

STRUCTURE
Students can choose whether they want to deepen their knowledge in the field of photography or videography,
or take both courses.

MODULES
Photography (10 CP)

Videography (10 CP)

1. Basic photography techniques & creation of

1. Basic camera and filming techniques

photographic images
2. Introduction to basic developing techniques and
printing

2. Storytelling
3. Digital editing of video
4. Exhibition: creation and presentation of a travel-

3. Digital editing of photographs

inspired video

4. Exhibition: creation of a portfolio of photographic
images and presentation

EXCURSIONS & WORKSHOPS
1. Culture I: Kusamba and Tenganan Concept & Traditional Activity
2. Culture II: Balinese Performance, Art, & Culture
3. Architecture I: Traditional Balinese Architecture & Temple
4. Architecture II: Denpasar Heritage: Museum Bali and Gajah Mada Street
5. Landscapes of Bali I: Rice Terraces & Volcano View
6. Landscapes of Bali II: Gua Rang Reng Waterfall & Bali Beaches
7. Food I: Market & Traditional Balinese Dishes

ELIGIBILITY
The Summer School course “Bali Behind the Lens“ is directed at beginners and intermediates, and is suitable
for everyone who is enthusiastic about travelling, photography, and videography.

IMPORTANT ISSUES
• Application deadline: 15th May (Summer School); 15th December (Winter School)
• Summer School: August; Winter School: February
• Study Fees: € 1,200.00

REQUIRED EQUIPMENT
Students may choose any camera with enough memory capacity for each project. Most laptops have built-in
editing software, but students may download or purchase their desired software.

WEEK 1: Basic Photography and Videography Techniques (2 CP)
, Basic Photography Techniques & Creation of Photographic Images

This lecture introduces students to the basic technical functions of the camera, and to photography as a visual
art. In addition to learning how to operate a camera, how to adjust and combine the aperture, speed, and ISO,
students will learn about the composition of photos and lighting and become familiar with the works of famous
travel photographers.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction to digital travel photography
Use and operation of photography gear
Resolution and size
ISO, Aperture, and Shutter Speed
Light & Composition
Leading examples: Famous travel photographers
Practice

w Basic camera and filming techniques

The purpose of this module is to provide the fundamentals of travel filmmaking and introduce students to the
basic technical functions of the camera, accessories, and equipment. Students will learn how to create an idea
and how to plan a photo shoot ahead of time. This subject focuses the steps of the video production process –
from idea to storyboard and script, and on to shooting, editing, production, post-production, and publication.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction to travel filmmaking
Use and operation of the video gear, accessories and equipment
Camera functions
Types of equipment
Accessories and how to use them
Type of shots
The video production process
Planning ahead / Checklist
Practice

WORKSHOP/EXCURSION
Throughout the first week's excursions, students will have the chance to explore the unique history and culture
of Bali while getting their cameras into action and taking their first photographs and video footage using the
knowledge from the theory classes.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Understanding the basics of the camera (how to operate it)
2. Ability to use the features of the camera
3. Planning ahead and creating an idea

WEEK 2: Developing Techniques and Storytelling (2 CP)
In this subject, the participants will learn how to tell a story using photography or videography. They will become
comfortable with special developing techniques that will help them realize their ideas artistically, and will learn
how to create a theme around their work using lighting, moods, and effects.
, Telling a Story

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Architecture & Landscapes
Storytelling & composition
Black & white
Pre-visualization
Point of interest
The rule of thirds
Viewpoint and perspective
Scale & space
Light & Movement: Morning, afternoon, the golden hour, silhouettes, back lighting, reflection, low light,
ambiance and nightlife
High and low speed

w The Art of Storytelling

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How to make a Storyboard / Script
The Art of Storytelling
Variety of shots
The rule of thirds
Tracking and panning
Frame, zoom
Action
Interviews, talking to camera, captions

WORKSHOP/EXCURSION
During the second week's excursions, the students will have the opportunity to see the unique architecture of
Bali, which is strongly influenced by the religion and culture of the Balinese people. Here, the participants will be
able to take several shots and to experiment with different techniques in order to select the appropriate narrative
style for their final project.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Explore travel photography as storytelling
2. Learn how to capture the essence of travel through photography or video
3. Using techniques and effects as a tool to create moods

WEEK 3: Digital Editing of Photographs and Video (2 CP)
, Digital Editing Photograph Editing

In this module, students will become comfortable with image editing processes in photography, using software
like Adobe Lightroom and Photoshop, and will learn how to use different techniques and settings to enhance
the mood of the picture they have captured. Students will also be introduced to the basic guidelines for the
creation of a portfolio.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Importing photos from your camera
Enhancing photos with the camera software
Adobe Lightroom and Photoshop
Editing tools & software
Cropping, adjusting lines, white balance, and exposure
Colour, contrast, and saturation
Raw, JPEG, TIFF file formats
How to create a portfolio

w Digital Video Editing

This subject focuses on the cutting and editing processes of video, using software like Adobe Premiere or
similar. Students will learn how to use the editing software and how to use cut, music, pace, captions etc. to tell
their travel story in a cinematic way. They will understand how taking advantage of special techniques and
processes can be used to underline the essence of the travel story. In this phase, the students have to decide
for which channel they want to develop their final product, and therefore choose formats, length, etc.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Editing software Adobe Premiere Pro
Tone
Mixing up shots
Length
Cuts and transitions
Using music
Using captions / narration
Format
Channels (YouTube, Vimeo, Instagram…)

WORKSHOP/EXCURSION
During the third week's excursions, the students will explore the picturesque landscapes of Bali, with its
abundant coastlines and beaches, waterfalls, lush rice terraces, and volcanic hillsides. Students will apply and
practice the techniques learned in the theory classes and collect shots for their final project work.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Ability to apply camera techniques in several situations
2. An understanding of the software editing process
3. Ability to create an end product

WEEK 4: Exhibition: Portfolio of Photographic Images and Travel-inspired Video (4 CP)
, Presentation of Portfolio

This subject focuses on the post-processing and presentation of the photographs. The students will select the photos
to be displayed in their portfolio and exhibition, and edit each respective photo with the techniques learned, including
cropping, light and dark, and colour correction. They will gain knowledge of exhibition management and printing
techniques, and will be able to decide how the pictures will be presented and to make the selection of materials.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How to select the best pictures
Create a Portfolio
Tell a story
Post-processing
Printing techniques
Materials
Exhibition management

w Presentation of Final Video

In this module, students will put together their collected video footage and use the techniques of cutting and editing to
create an artful travel video that will be presented in the final exhibition. Students will familiarize themselves with the
concept of continuity and cutting on action, learn the complexities of post-production and become familiar with the ways
of producing and sharing travel films.
•
•
•
•
•

Post-production
Final product
Platforms
Presentation
Sharing videos

WORKSHOP/EXCURSION
In week four, the students will work on their final project presentations, but will also have the chance to explore
the bounty of Balinese food, visiting a food market and trying traditional Balinese dishes.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Know how to design and publish a photography portfolio / know the ways to produce and share travel
films
2. Acquire basic post-processing skills
3. Understand how to prepare and host an exhibition
4. Be able to present and share photographic works

